Small-flower pawpaw (Asimina parviflora) 
Identification and Differentiation Guide 
(Audiobook intended version) 


by Tinyel, no last name because this way it is Cool 
and Dramatic. 


Iam nonbinary and use it its pronouns, so if you 
are referring to me when telling others about this 
guide, you should refer to me as “it” rather than 
“he”, “she”, or “they”. 


EX: “It made a guide to help people identify small- 
flower pawpaws, and tell them apart from common 
pawpaws! How nice of it!” 


(I am also autistic and have ADHD, which might be 
obvious, lol) 


You can buy a print-on-demand physical copy here. 
(The profit will be split equally between donations 
to iNaturalist, the web archive, and then I keep 


the other third, which will probably go towards the 
community garden and planting native plants) You 
can download this digital version for free, and 
Share it with as many people as you want! 


If you want to save this to your phone for easy 
access, the epub format will turn it into an ebook, 
which you can then open in a free ebook app like 
ReadEra. What apps are available depends on if 
you are using iphone or android, so check through 
the app store, for “free ebook reader”. I use an 
Android phone, and ReadEra is my favorite, and 
completely free and easy to use. 


Started: June 29th, 2022, 8:30ish PM. 

Forgotten about until August 9th, 2022, 5:17 PM. 
Finished: August 18th, 2022, 6:32PM. 

Updated again January 2nd, 2023, 1:44PM 
Updated again March 21*, 2023, 2:12AM (I hate 
daylight savings time and I have a sleeping 
disorder) 


This guide is meant to be 100% free for everyone 
to download and/or print if you have got the ink. 
All photos used are either by me, or are public 
domain, sourced from iNaturalist. If a photo is not 
credited to someone else, it is by me. 


This will hopefully help people be able to tell the 
difference between small-flower pawpaw, common 
pawpaw, and a few other unrelated species that I 
am familiar with, like persimmons and hickories, 
that they are commonly mistaken for. 


This will be set up in whatever order I feel like 
writing about first. 


I also do not know any of the Scientific 
Terminology™ for the things I have describing 
here, so I am just going to use words like 
“wrinkly” or “smooth” or “fuzzy” etcetera. 


When I am showing pictures of multiple species to 
compare their features, I will try to have it be from 
photos taken on the same day of the same year 

from the same area, to highlight the differences in 


their growth progress. If an exact match isn’t 
possible, I will pick from the closest dates and 
closest locations as possible. 


Alright, let’s get started, with the leaves: 


All pawpaws have a few things in common: Their 
leaves have smooth edges, with no serrations, 
lobes, or teeth at all. 


Image: 


Serrations are points on the 
edges of the leaf like the 
va blade of a saw. They can be 

sharp or rounded. 


Lobes are large 
indentations on the 
sides of the leaves, 
commonly seen on oaks 


or mulberries. 


[ID: A digital drawing showing a large green circle 
with triangle shaped teeth around the edges. Text 
next to it reads, “Serrations are points on the 
edges of the leaf like the blade of a saw. They can 
be sharp or rounded.”. Next to this is a smaller 
drawing of a leaf like an oak leaf, with a pointed 
base, and three rounded, wavy projections from 
the sides, then a pointy top. Text above it reads, 
“Lobes are large indentations on the sides of the 
leaves, commonly seen on oaks or mulberries.”. 
End ID.]. 


The only time pawpaw leaves will not have smooth 
edges is if it is damage caused by insects or 
disease. 


Their leaves alternate, meaning that as the leaves 
go up the stem, they do So in a zig-zag pattern, 
with one leaf on the left side of the stem, then on 
the right side, then the left again, and etcetera. 


Like this. Image: 


Alternating 
leaves 


[ID: A simple lineless digital drawing showing a 
brown twig with green ovals for leaves, 
alternating on the stem in a zig-zag pattern, with a 
black line tracing the zig-zag pattern they create, 
labeled, “Alternating leaves”, with a smaller zig- 
zag pattern on the side, and a black border around 
the image. End ID.]. 


As opposed to these, opposite leaves. Image: 


[ID: A simple digital lineless drawing showing a 
brown twig with green circles for leaves, with 
each set of leaves directly across eachother on the 
twig, connected by a black line. On the side of the 
image is a smaller stack of black lines, and the 
whole image has a black border. End ID.]. 


Pawpaw leaves will never emerge directly across 
from eachother on the stem, though they may 
appear to do so when seen from a distance, once 
you look at where each leaf attaches to the stem, it 
Should become obvious whether they're opposite 
or alternate. 


Small-flower and common pawpaw leaves also 
have another thing in common, and I specify these 
two because it may be different for pawpaw 
Species mainly found in Florida - The leaves do not 
usually face straight up and down, but hang ata 
Slight angle, and almost always facing the same 
direction, so they look flat. They will almost never 
grow with the stem straight up, and the leaves 
going straight up and down, unless trained to do 
so by a person, usually with cultivated plants. 


This trait helps to tell them apart from most other 
plants, including magnolias. 


Magnolias and more! 


Now, for the next part, imagine that the stem of 
the plant you are looking at is a square, which you 
are looking at from above. 


For small-flower and common pawpaws, the leaves 
Should only ever be emerging from two sides of 
that square, up the entire stem, without variation. 


Like this. Image: 


no leaf 


no leaf 


[ID: A picture with a black border around it, 
showing a small brown square in the center, with 
green rectangles on the left and right, each 
labeled, “leaf”, and grey Xs on the top and bottom, 
labeled, “no leaf”. End ID.]. 


Here is a real example of this in action on a small- 
flower pawpaw: 


[ID: A photo of a small-flower pawpaw, with leaves 
fading to yellow for the fall. Each leaf emerges on 
either the left or right sides of the stem, with each 
alternating one side or the other up the stem ina 
zig-zag. Dark buds are visible at the base of each 
leaf. End ID.] 


Compare that to this southern magnolia, by kjs88 
on iNaturalist. 


Image: 
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[ID: A photo of a southern magnolia stem, with a 
dark brown twig, shiny dark green leaves, and a 
fuzzy pointed tip. The leaves are emerging from 
multiple sides of the twig on short, dark leaf- 


stems. End ID.] 


One of the most common magnolia species to be 
confused for common pawpaws is the umbrella 
magnolia (Magnolia tripetala), due to its incredibly 
large leaves, which have the same general shape 
as common pawpaws. The difference is these 
magnolia leaves are even bigger than common 


pawpaw leaves, and have a very thick, sturdy 
central leaf-vein, like the spokes on an umbrella! 


Here is a photo by shaunpogacnik95 on 
iNaturalist! 


Image: 
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[ID: A photo of an arm reaching out to hold the 
center of an umbrella magnolia stem, which has 


very large leaves with a narrow base and wider in 
the center and towards the end. The central-leaf 
vein is yellow, and visible along the whole length 
of the leaf, with the other leaf veins forming faint 
stripes outward from it. End ID.] 


Hickories 


Young hickories are often confused for pawpaws 
because of their large leaves sharing a same very 
general shape, but they can be told apart because 
hickory leaves are serrated (jagged edges on the 
leaves like the teeth of a saw) and are opposite 
eachother on the leaf-stem (emerging straight 
across from eachother on the stem, like 
neighbors). 


Hickories also have compound leaves, rather than 
“true leaves”, meaning that there will be what 
seem like multiple leaves on a single leaf-stem, 
which attaches at the base to the true woody stem 
of the branch. 


Here is what compound leaves look like. Image: 


Compound 
leaves 


[ID: A simple digital lineless drawing with a brown 
twig, and compound leaves with thin green stems, 
and smaller circles connected to that green stem. 
It is labeled, "Compound leaves". End ID.]. 


And here is a hickory leaf to demonstrate the real 
thing. Image: 
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[ID: A photograph of a hickory leaf in spring, with 
a white hand behind it for scale and to make it 
easier to see. The compound leaf has a set of 7 
leaflets, each light green and shaped like pointed, 
long ovals, with serrated edges, which show up 
against the person’s white skin. Six of the seven 
leaflets form pairs across from eachother on the 
thin leaf-stem, with the final leaflet pointing 
straight out at the end. End Id.]. 


Another way hickories get confused for pawpaws, 
especially common pawpaws, Asimina triloba, is in 
late spring when hickories are starting to grow 
their leaves in for the new year! 


Hickory leaf buds do not look like normal leaf buds 
- rather, they look like a big, red flower! 


Image: 


[ID: A photo of a hickory leaf bud, held by a white 
hand. The leaf bud has three large petal-like curls 
at the base, which are a vibrant red, with above it 
the young hickory leaves, dark maroon, on their 
long leaf-stems, with the leaves twisted together. 
End ID.] 


These can be found usually in late March, when 
hickories are starting to wake up for the year! One 
way to tell this is a leaf-bud rather than a pawpaw 
flower is that it's pointed up - pawpaw flowers 
naturally face downward, or sideways! You can 
also look at the young leaves emerging from it - 
pawpaw flowers have all of their reproductive 
structures inside the petals, nothing sticks out! 


Buckeyes and Horse-chestnuts 


Buckeyes and horse chestnuts are another one I 
see being confused for pawpaws, and in fact, the 
first time I saw a common pawpaw tree, I assumed 
it was some kind of horse chestnut! 


But like with hickories, horse-chestnuts and 


buckeyes have leaflets (with very long leaf-stems!) 
and are serrated. 


Their leaflets emerge from the tree on a very long 
leaf-stem, and the leaflets at the end sort of 
radiate out in a circle. When pawpaw leaves are 
closely packed, or seen from below, they can look 
very Similar. 


You can imagine horse chestnut/buckeye leaves as 
a long arm stretched out, with a hand at the end 
with fingers spread. 


Here is a horse chestnut tree as an example, photo 
by imwolfe on iNaturalist. Image: 
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[ID: A photograph of a horse-chestnut tree, with 


several clusters of leaves hanging down across the 
photo, with warm yellow sunlight visible behind 
them. The compound leaves hang down from an 
unseen branch on long, thin leaf-stems, and the 
leaflets emerge from the end of the leaf-stem ina 
pattern like a fan, with the largest leaf in the 
center, then getting smaller as they go around, 
with the smallest two right next to the leaf-stem. 
Each leaflet is serrated, with shapes ranging from 
fat ovals to skinny at the base and rounder at the 
end. End ID.]. 


Persimmons 


Persimmons are another one that gets mixed up 
for pawpaws, and their leaves are both smooth, 
and alternating, the way pawpaw leaves are, so in 
this case, you have to look a the shape of the leaf, 
and the buds at the base of each leaf. 


Persimmon leaves are usually round or pointed- 
oval shaped, rather than long. 


They also have pointed, sharp-looking buds at the 


base of each leaf, like this. Image: 


[ID: A photograph of a common persimmon twig, 
with a white hand behind it to make it easier to 
see. The twig has light brown bark, with grey- 
brown, pointed buds at the base of each leaf. The 
leaves alternate on the stem in a zig-zag pattern, 
with red-pink leaf stems where they connect to the 
twig, fading slightly to orange towards the leaf. 
The bases of the leaves are rounded, with a 
central, pale yellow leaf vein. End ID.]. 


The shape of the buds can be used to identify them 
in winter when they have no leaves, as well as in 
Spring and summer. 


You can also look at the central leaf vein, which 
tends to stand out starkly in persimmons, but 
blends in in pawpaws, more so in common 
pawpaws than small-flower. 


Pawpaw leaves tend to be longer rather than 
round or oval shaped, and if they have buds at the 
base of the leaves, they will be round and fuzzy, 
like little fluffy spheres. Image: 


[ID: A cropped photo of a small-flower pawpaw 
twig, focusing on the round, fuzzy buds at the base 
of each dark green leaf. The stem is dark brown, 
with the bark turning suddenly grey lower down 
where it is older. Each leaf has a thin green-yellow 
central leaf vein. End ID.]. 


Small-flower Pawpaws and Common 
Pawpaws 


First up: Both small-flower and common pawpaws 
will form “patches”, by spreading their roots 


horizontally through the ground, then creating 
new stems or trunks when they reemerge, known 
as “root suckers”. This is done to help them 
reproduce, as the further their root suckers can 
reach, the closer they can get to other pawpaws, 
and the more likely their flowers are to be able to 
cross-pollinate. 


Common pawpaws will form trees up to 30 feet 
tall, and small-flower pawpaws usually will not get 
taller than 10ft, and most are far below that, 
around 3ft, with very skinny stems making it 
resemble a small bush rather than a tree. 


For the leaves: 


Small-flower pawpaw leaves will almost always be 
smaller than common pawpaw leaves by a large 
margin. 


There is also a difference in their general shapes, 
with common pawpaw leaves usually being longer, 
more “stretched out” looking, and small-flower 
being wider. 


This does not always apply but it almost always 
does. 


Seedlings, for example, and very young suckers 
usually have leaves that are very different from 
mature plants or stems, being much squatter and 
rounder: 
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[ID: A cropped photo of a common pawpaw 
seedling, with woodshaving mulch around it. The 
leaves are small and tearstop shaped with sharply 
pointed ends. End ID.] 


There is also a difference in the visual texture of 
the leaves between common and small-flower 
pawpaws, with common pawpaw leaves usually 


having the surface of the leaf sort of puff up 
between the veins of the leaf, while small-flower 
pawpaws tend to much smoother in comparison, 
more like paper. When grown in full sun, they both 
will have smoother leaves than those grown in 
Shade. 


Let’s start with size since that is easy enough. 
Image: 


common pawpaw 


July 5th, 2022, Savannah, Geogia 


[ID: A photograph of two leaves on the ground 
next to eachother, with part of a pink shoe next to 
them. The leaf on the left is labeled, “Small-flower 
pawpaw”, and the leaf on the right is labeled, 
“Common pawpaw”. The date and location are 
listed as “July 5th, 2022, Savannah, Georgia”. The 
small-flower pawpaw leaf is smaller than the 
common pawpaw in both height and width. End 
ID.]. 


It was a hot day when this photo was taken, so the 
common pawpaw leaf, which I took first, was not 
in the best of shape, so I cannot use this photo to 
Show the difference in the texture of the leaves, 
but it shows the difference in size very well. 


Up near the tops of the leaves you can also see 
some of the texture difference I mentioned [] the 
way on the common pawpaw it forms little bubbles 
between the veins of the leaves? 


Here is a picture that better shows the texture 
differences. Image: 
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Small-flower pawpaw Common pawpaw 

(Asimina parviflora) (Asimina triloba) 
May 12th, 2022 May 7th, 2017 


[ID: Two photos next to eachother. The first is 
labeled, “Small-flower pawpaw (Asimina 


parviflora) May 12th, 2022”. The second is 
labeled, “Common pawpaw (Asimina triloba) May 
7th 2017”. The small-flower pawpaw has dark 
green, smooth leaves, with the new-growth section 
of the stem a warm, cinnamon orange, and the old- 
growth a dull silver grey. The common pawpaw 
has lighter green leaves which droop downwards, 
and have a wrinkled texture following the veins on 
the leaf. End ID.]. 


The small-flower pawpaws are smooth here, while 
looking at the common pawpaws, the veins on the 
leaves stand out sharply, causing wrinkles and 
casting small shadows. These photos are from 
May, so they also show off another key feature in 
telling the two species apart: 


Small-flower pawpaw new-growth stems turn a 
very bright, distinct cinnamon-orange in late 
spring and early summer. 


Here is a closer picture, from May 12th 2022, the 
Same day as the photo above, though they are 
different plants. Image: 


[ID: A photograph of a stem from a small-flower 
pawpaw, with a white hand behind it. The stem of 
the plant is thin, with a warm cinnamon orange 
color, and dark green leaves with pale yellow 
center veins. At the very end of the twig is a 
brown, fuzzy leaf-bud that is shaped like the 
pointed tip of a paintbrush. End ID.]. 


The twig is almost orange in color, and this color 
becomes even more dramatic when in direct 
sunlight, when it seems to almost glow. 


This is a very easy way to tell small-flower 
pawpaws from common pawpaws during this time 
of year, because common pawpaw stems are 
usually still a very light green. 


Here is a photo by dryopteris2 on iNAturalist 
showing a common pawpaw stem. Image: 


[ID: A cropped photo of a common pawpaw stem, 
Showing that the new growth is a pale green, with 
large leaves branching off it in a zig-zag pattern. 
Brown fallen leaves are visible on the ground 
below it. End ID.]. 


Here are some more pictures of a small-flower 
pawpaw stem later in the year. The first is the 
same plant, the second is a different one from the 
Same area. Image: 
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July 7th 2022 August 1st 2022 


Savannah, Georgia. 
[ID: Two photos of a small-flower pawpaw stem, 
with a white hand behind it for scale and the make 
it easier to see. The picture on the left is labeled, 
“July 7th 2022”, the one on the right is “August 1st 
2022”. Both pictures are marked with the location 
of “Savannah, Georgia”. Both pictures show dark 
green leaves, with green-yellow central leaf-veins, 
connecting to a warm brown stem. At the base of 
each leaf is a round flower bud. In the photo from 
July, the stem is slightly brighter, in the one from 


August, is is lightly duller. End ID.]. 


And that leads us to the next feature for telling 
them apart: The age and height at which they 
flower. 


Common pawpaws will form actual proper trees, 
that can grow up to around 30 ft tall at their 
tallest. Small-flower pawpaws will form shapes 
more like shrubs or spindly bushes, growing up to 
around 8 ft at their tallest. 


Most small-flower pawpaws I have seen in person 
and in iNaturalist observations are much smaller 
than this, though, with most of them around two 
or three feet tall at most, and a few rarer ones 
taller than this. The tallest one I have seen in 
person so far was about five feet tall. 


This plant is only a foot or so tall, and it is covered 
in flower buds. This picture was taken in 
February, aka late winter, to show what they look 
like when they are about to break dormancy. 
These buds are starting to swell, showing that the 
flowers will soon open! Image: 


[ID: A photograph of a small-flower pawpaw that 
does not yet have any leaves, so that it is only the 
grey stem and the dark brown flower buds 
covering the many short branches. The buds 
towards the ends of the branches are larger than 
those at the base, and each twig ends in a thin 
pointed bud like the tip of a paint brush. End ID.]. 


And here is a closer photo of the paint-brush tip 
leaf bud at the end of the stem, a sure-fire way to 


identify pawpaws if they do not have any leaves|] 
or if they do! Image: 
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[ID: End A photograph of the end of a small-flower 
pawpaw twig, with dark brown flower buds 
beginning to swell, and a dark brown leaf bud at 
the end of the twig, pointed straight away, like the 
tip of a small paintbrush. ID.]. 


If a pawpaw is wild and is flowering at less than 


five feet tall (If it is shorter than the average 
person) it is probably safe to say that it is nota 
common pawpaw, as they really only start to 
flower when they are taller than most first floors 
on a house. 


In winter when there are no leaves to identify 
with, and in general, you can use the location to 
help identify it too [ common pawpaws like to 
grow where they can get lots of water, so are 
more likely to be round near rivers and creeks. 


The further north you go, the more common 
common pawpaws become, and the less common 
small-flower pawpaws become. 


Comparing Savannah, Georgia, to Atlanta Georgia 
on a map, if you find a common pawpaw in 
Savannah, it is probably because it was planted 
purposefully, and you are most likely to find small- 
flower pawpaws in the wild. 


In Atlanta, Georgia, both species can be found in 
almost equal numbers, with slightly more common 
pawpaws than small-flower. 


Once you get further north than Atlanta, Common 
pawpaws start to become more and more common, 
with small-flower pawpaws becoming virtually 
nonexistent once you get to the states of Kentucky 
and Virginia. 


If you are as far north as the state of Washington 
and you find a pawpaw, it is almost certainly a 
common pawpaw, unless you have stumbled upon 
an adventurous gardner who is purposefully 
planted one of the smaller species. 


Jumping back to using the leaves to identify them, 
the hardest time to tell small-flower pawpaw and 
common pawpaws apart by their leaves is very 
early spring when they are first starting to 
emerge, because when they are very young, both 
leaves look similar, with the leaves sort of folded 
up like little folding fans, so they share a similar 
wrinkly texture. But even then, there are still 
details you can look for to tell them apart, like the 
size. 


The newest leaves will be the most similar in size, 


but the older leaves further down the stem should 
start showing more of their distinct 
characteristics, with common pawpaw leaves 
becoming bigger than most people’s hands, and 
small-flower leaves staying smaller. 


The difference in texture is harder to notice at this 
time, but still there, too. Common pawpaw leaves 
will all have the wrinkly texture, while small- 
flower leaves will get smoother as they get older, 
further down the stem. Image: 
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Common pawpaw, April 28th, 2022 
Savannah, Georgia 
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‘Small-flower pawpaw, March 30th, 2022 
Savannah, Georgia 


[ID: Two photos next to eachother on a black 
background. The first on the left is labeled, 
“Small-flower pawpaw, March 30th, 2022, 
Savannah, Georgia”. The one on the right is 
labeled, “Common pawpaw, April 28th, 2022, 


Savannah, Georgia”. The small-flower pawpaw’s 
leaves are green, with smaller, more wrinkled 
leaves at the top of the stem, and slightly larger 
ones further back as they begin to smooth out. A 
white hand is below the plant, showing that the 
largest leaf is only as long as the palm of the hand. 
The common pawpaw photo shows the leaves as 
light yellow, with sunlight shining on them, and 
most of the leaves pointing slightly towards the 
ground. All of the leaves are wrinkled in texture, 
from the smallest to the largest. End ID.]. 


Another difference between common and small- 
flower pawpaws is, as you can probably guess 
from their names - the size of the flowers. 


The flowers of both species have some things in 
common - both usually face downward rather than 
up or to the side, are pollinated more by beetles 
and flies than bees (and can attract some very rare 
and interesting beetles at that - keep an eye out to 
make some cool observations!), and start out 
green before maturing to a dark burgundy red or 
brown, with mature flowers releasing pollen, and 
immature green flowers accepting pollen. 


In other terms, the flowers start out “female” 
(accepting pollen), and, if they are not pollinated 


within a certain amount of time, they become 
“male” (producing pollen). 


If you were to hand-pollinate pawpaws, you would 
collect pollen from the red “male” flowers and 
transfer it to the green “female” flowers. 


Small-flower pawpaws, as their name suggests, 
have very small flowers. The flower buds are the 
size of the eraser on the end of a pencil, and even 
when the flowers are fully open and mature, they 
will be smaller than your thumb is wide. 


Here is an example of three small-flower pawpaws 
compared to my hand. Two of these flowers are 
fully mature and burgundy, one is still maturing 
and green, but this is as big as they will get, and 
they are all smaller than my thumbnail. 


These were originally facing down, I had to lift the 
stem up to take this picture, hence why I am 
holding it in place with my thumb rather than just 
having my hand behind them to make it easier to 
see them. Image: 


[ID: A photograph of three small-flower pawpaw 
flowers on a thin, warm brown stem, with a white 
hand behind it and the thumb holding the stem 
still. Each flower is formed by six petals, three on 
the outside, curling away towards the center, and 
three in the center that are more tightly clasped, 
but still with the ends curling outward in the very 
middle. The outer petals on all three flowers are a 


light yellow-green, with the center flowers on the 
top two mature ones a dark red-brown, and the 
last flower all the same yellow-green. End ID.]. 


Common pawpaw flowers are much larger, and 
differently shaped. While small-flower pawpaw 
outer petals flare out to form three distinct petals, 
common pawpaw petals are wider and hang down 
around the center more like a skirt. 


Here is a photo by schoenitz on iNaturalist of 
some common pawpaw flowers, with the two red 
ones on the end being more mature than the one 
further down that is still mostly green. 


[ID: A photograph of three common pawpaw 
flowers and their twig sitting on a smooth brown 
and grey surface like stone, with a few very young, 
light green leaves on the end of the twig. Each 
flowers is facing downward, with the tips of the 
petals resting on the surface below them. Each 
has three large petals that are visible, hanging 
down around the center of the flower, hiding it 
from sight. The first two towards the end of the 
stem have dark red-brown petals, and the one 
further back on the stem is mottled mostly light 
green with a bit of red fading in, with smaller 
petals that are not yet completely enclosing the 
center, showing three more green petals inside. 
End ID.] 


Last but not least, the fruit! As you can probably 
guess from the different sizes of the two plants, 
small-flower pawpaws have much, much smaller 
fruit that common pawpaws, even excluding 
cultivated varieties of common pawpaw that were 
chosen for their large fruits. 


Here is a photo by garyperesta on iNaturalist of 
some wild common pawpaw fruits. Image: 


[ID: A photograph of a hand wearing a wooden 
beaded bracelet, holding five common pawpaw 
fruits. The fruits are mostly oblong in shape, with 
pale yellow-green skins with some darker yellow 
and brown mottling. The five fruits are mostly 
equal in size, with one slightly smaller than the 
rest. End ID.]. 


Meanwhile, here is some small-flower pawpaw 
fruit I found. Image: 
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[ID: A photo of a white hand holding two small- 
flower pawpaw fruits, which are very pale green 
with some very small, scattered black spots. The 
fruits are vaguely shaped like rounded teardrops, 
and the larger is slightly larger than an American 
quarter, with the smaller half the size. End ID.] 


The Fruits! 


Small-flower and common pawpaw fruits are both 


smooth-skinned, and green when unripe, with 
each individual plant's fruit ripening to slightly 
different colors, with common pawpaws usually 
turning a brown or yellow when fully ripe, and 
black when over-ripe. They're edible as long as 
they are ripe, with some people preferring them 
when they're black, and others when they're still 
greener. 


I have not yet found any fully ripened small-flower 
papwaws, because the wildlife beats me to them! 
When I can, I will add some pictures as well as a 
description of them here :) 


I do, however, have pictures of the unripe fruit! 


Common pawpaw! Image: 


[ID: A cropped photo of a common pawpaw fruit 
still hanging on the branch. Its skin is smooth 
except for a small nub on the end, very pale green 
with a lighter green shade covering most of it. End 
ID.] 


This is actually the first pawpaw I ever saw, and I 
took this photo before I even knew what pawpaws 
were! I was used to collecting black walnuts, so I 

assume it was some sort of unfamiliar nut! 


Inside the fruit of a pawpaw, past the thin, easily 
bruised skin, is smooth, apparently pudding-like 
pulp, surrounding large dark brown seeds. The 
pulp can range in color from almost white, to 


yellow, to golden, and the flavors vary wildly from 
one individual plant to another, apparently tasting 
anywhere from vanilla, to bananna, to mango! 


I have not yet been able to try either species, 
because there's no fruiting common pawpaws 
where I am (yet!), and as I said, the wildlife keeps 
beating me to the small-flower ones, so I can only 
assume they taste good. 


The seeds are not edible, and whole pawpaws 
Should NOT be fed to livestock or pets, as the 
seeds can choke or poison them. 


Can I grow it from seed? 


Yes, yes you can, and you should! 


Pawpaw seeds should not be allowed to dry out for 
storage as many other seeds will tolerate, rather, 
if possible, they should be planted immediately 
outside and kept well-watered, or stored in a damp 
paper towel in a zip-lock bag in the fridge, to 
Simulate the natural cold stratification of winter. 


Unlike most seeds, pawpaws should be planted 
with their pointier side facing upward, with the 
flatter end which has an opening pointed down. 
They should be planted deeply, two to three inches 
at least, because the seed coat is so hard that 
seedlings can struggle to get out of it, especially if 
they aren't watered often enough while 
germinating. 


If your pawpaw seedlings pop up out of the ground 
with the leaves still trapped in the seed head, 
don't try to pull them out - rather, take a paper 
towel roll, put it over the seed with about an extra 
inch above it, and fill this with more soil, or even 
sand. 


This will help the seedling escape, and it will 
eventually pop up as normal above this line of soil. 
Then you simply need to transplant it, making the 
ground level with the new line of soil. 


If your seeds don't germinate in the spring of the 
first year...be patient. Sometimes it can take them 
two seasons to germinate, as I was shocked to 
learn when I found another seedling coming up a 
year after the other ones in the large container 
had germinated, even though they were all 
planted in the same year! 


Pawpaw seedlings should be given shade in their 
first year of growing, to help protect their leaves 
from the sun, as they naturally grow in shady 
forests, rather than in the middle of a yard or an 
open field. They can be grown in full sun, and will 
fruit more, but will have more health problems as 
a result, such as sunburn on their trunks. (It 
happens to plants, too!) 


If you are able to plant them in shade, or at least 
partial shade, please do so, they will be much 
happier and healthier! 


Just like animals, every individual pawpaw seed 
(think of it like a baby!) will inherit different traits 


from their parents, and just like animal siblings, 
seeds from the same fruit will grow up to be 
different trees! 


Fach individual tree will have its own unique 
characteristics, which can be subtle, or can be 
stark, from the height it grows to, to when it 
flowers and how many flowers it produces, its 
general leaf shape, the size, color, and taste of its 
fruit, and how many seeds it is likely produce each 
time it forms fruit! 


Individual common pawpaws are not very good at 
pollinating themselves, as, like most animals, they 
reproduce sexually, requiring two or more 
different individuals sharing genetic material. 


Common pawpaws can very rarely pollinate 
themselves, but this should not be counted on, and 
if you are buying pawpaw plants, you should be 
buying at least two different named cultivars 
(Clones of an original individual plant grown from 
seed), or two seedlings. Three is even better than 


two! The more, the merrier! 


It is not yet known whether or not small-flower 
pawpaws can self-pollinate, as they aren't as well 
studied or as popular as common pawpaws. 


The Hybrid 


Did you know that common and small-flower 
pawpaws can hybridize in the wild? This hybrid 
species is known as Asimina x piedmontana, as 
they are most common in the piedmont region of 
Georgia, where both species are in almost equal 
numbers. 


This hybrid shows traits of both its parent species, 
with leaves a mixture of long, short, wrinkly, or 
smooth. It is not yet reliably observed enough to 
tell if hybrids exibit the small-flower pawpaw's 
orange stem behavior, so we'll just have to wait 
and see for people to find more at the right time! 


The most reliable way to identify this hybrid are 
the flowers - They are larger than a small-flower 
pawpaw's flowers by far, but have the same sort of 


Shape - three sharply outward pointing outer 
petals, and three more smaller petals that tend to 
face inward, rather than like the common pawpaw, 
whose petals form an open “skirt”, that flares 
outward slightly at full maturity. 


Here is a...very crude drawing to illustrate the 
hybrid's typical flower shape: 


Image: 


[ID: A digital drawing with a black border, 


showing a maroon triangle with three smaller red 
triangles on each of its sides. Each of the smaller 
triangles has a green round section next to them 
outside the flower. The center of the flower, below 
the smaller petals, has a black circle, which has a 
light green blob in its middle, and some small 
green dots scattered on the rest of it. End ID.] 


The colors of this flower can match the common 
pawpaw almost perfectly, with uniformly maroon 
flowers at full maturity, or retain some of the 
small-flower pawpaw's more browner shades. 


These hybrids are most common where both 
Small-flower and common pawpaws grow 
naturally in the wild, but they can occur anywhere 
both species do, even if the common pawpaws are 
only in captivity as planted garden trees! 


The hybrids are capable of forming fruit, though I 
don't think anyone has shared information for 


what the offspring of these hybrids look or act like. 


The end...... for now.... 


And...that is it for the guide for now :) I hope this 
helped! I will be updating this whenever I learn 
more, or figure out more information that I think 
will be helpful or fun! 


Trans rights! :) Go find some pawpaws! 


